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Dear Aiken County Historical Society Member:

      Thank you very much to all who participated in the program for and the actual unveiling of 
the Banksia historical marker this past February. Those participating were Bob Harrington, Mary 
White, Mary Jo Dawson, Irene Rudnick, Brenda Baratto, Owen Clary, and Dr. Sandra Jordan. 
It was a great afternoon as we unveiled our 18th historical marker since reorganizing the ACHS 
in 1999. Hopefully there will be more to come. Thanks also to Owen Clary and the Aiken County 
Historical Commission for paying for half of the Banksia historical marker.

     Congratulations to Mary White on her retirement from the Aiken County Historical Museum 
staff. She has held several positions and will be greatly missed by those who worked with her daily 
and also by those who didn’t even know her- those she served and assisted as part of her Museum 
duties. Don’t fear though. Mary plans to do some volunteer work at the Museum with some of her 
free time.

     Congratulations to the Hitchcock Woods 
Foundation on the occasion of the 100th Aiken 
Horse Show this past April. The show, a fund 
raiser for the HWF, was a great success on its 
centennial celebration. Long-time horse show 
director, Gail King, stepped down from her 
position at the conclusion of the show.

     Please don’t forget about the Gaston Livery 
Stable. That group is still restoring the old 
barn and any help and/or support you can give 
would be greatly appreciated.

     Archaeologist Carl Steen, president of 
Diachronic Research Foundation, will be guest 
speaker on May 29th at the Museum. He 
along with Bobby Southerlin of Archaeological 
Consultants of the Carolinas in Clayton, 
North Carolina, are in the midst of a three-

year project in Hitchcock Woods in which they are conducting a “cultural resources inventory of 
Hitchcock Woods,” according to Dr. Harry Shealy, Jr., chairman of the Hitchcock Woods Foundation 
Board. Please make your plans to attend.
 

									         Allen Riddick
									         President
									         Aiken County Historical Society

Long-time Aiken Horse Show director, Gail King, poses at the edge 
of the show ring in Hitchcock Woods during the 100th edition of the 
show. She is now retired from her position. 

This and all photos are by Allen Riddick unless noted. 



2016 ACHS Membership Form
Dues are now being accepted.

Anyone wishing to join the Aiken County Historical Society is cordially invited to do so.  
Please complete the application below and mail it with your dues to:
    Aiken County Historical Society
   P.O. Box 1775
   Aiken, SC 29802

Name:_____________________________________________Membership Type:_________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:______________________________________Phone:___________________________

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________

Patron:  	 $25
Corporate:  	 $50
Donor:  	 $100

Benefactor:  	 $500
Life:  		  $1000

One Time Donation:  $________________________________________________________________
The one time donation is for those members who have already paid their dues, but would like to 
contribute directly toward our Historical Marker Fund.  We also encourage others who may not 
want to become an ACHS member, but would like to make a contribution to our organization.

SPRING GENERAL MEETING
AIKEN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SUNDAY, MAY 29th, 2016 AT 3:00 PM
AIKEN COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM

Mr. Carl Steen, president of the Diachronic Research Foundation will be our guest speaker. He and 
others are conducting a three-year “cultural resources inventory of Hitchcock Woods,” according 
to Harry Shealy, Jr., chairman of the Hitchcock Woods Foundation Board. Carl will have some 
artifacts on display and he will fill us in on his research thus far. A reception will follow.

In 2015 our speaker had a display of Hitchcock Woods items at the 
Hitchcock Woods Foundation Dinner. The photo shows Carl Steen on the 
left with Dr. Walter Edgar and Dr. Harry Shealy, Jr. on the right.



Aiken County Historical Society 

February 2016 Meeting

Bob Harrington spoke about his great-
grandfather, Charles C. Harrington, who owned 

the house that was on the property of the 
Museum prior to the construction of Banksia. 

That house is now part of Banksia.

The crowd.

Mary White, now former Museum asst. 
director, spoke about Banksia’s general history.

Mary Jo Dawson, director of the ABBE 
Regional Library System, spoke about the time 

that the Aiken County Public Library was in 
Banksia.



Aiken County Historical Society 

February 2016 Meeting

Ms. Irene Rudnick spoke about the early 
days of USCA at Banksia. She has taught a 
class at USCA starting in the first year and 

continues today.

The unveilers of the Banksia historical 
marker included from left: Owen Clary, 
chairman of the Aiken County Historical 

Commission; Mary Jo Dawson; Irene Rudnick; 
Allen Riddick, Aiken County Historical Society 

president; Brenda Baratto, Aiken County 
Historical Museum director; and USCA 

Chancellor Dr. Sandra Jordan. 
Photo by Nancy Moseley

Allen Riddick stands with the Banksia 
marker just after it was placed on its post 

which faces Newberry Street.
Photo by Brenda Baratto

USCA was well represented at the meeting. 
From left, USCA staff and faculty members are 

Randy Duckett, Jeff Priest, Ph.D., 
Irene Rudnick, and Dr. Sandra Jordan.



From A Cultural Resources Inventory of Hitchcock Woods - Phase 1 
by Carl Steen and Bobby Southerlin
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Visit http://www.aikencountyhistory.org

Dr. Harry Shealy, Jr., director of the 
Hitchcock Woods Foundation Board, and 
Christine Rolka, executive director of the 

Hitchcock Woods Foundation, pose during 
lunch on Sunday afternoon of the 100th 

Aiken Horse Show.

Sunday lunch under the big tent at the 
100th Aiken Horse Show.


